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were admitted only to the hand, and the priests advanced no higher than the foot.
The excitement of this most imposing of solemnities had scarcely subsided when another excitement succeeded to it, which lasted during the remainder of my abode at Rome. Almost immediately the report was spread that the Legations were in a state of insurrection. My journal, during the greater part of the next three months, is nearly filled with this subject. It is not possible now to recall to mind the fluctuations of feeling which took place. I gave to my acquaintance the advice of my friend Bottom, " But wonder on till truth makes all things plain." In the little anxiety I felt I was perhaps as foolish as the Irishman in the house afire, "I ani only a lodger."
H. C. R. TO W. PATTISSON, ESQ., AND HIS SONS.
FLORENCE, 14th June, 1831.
.... I suspect you, with all other Englishmen, are so absorbed in the politics of the day, and have been so for so long a time, as to be scarcely aware of the stimulating situation in which I have been placed, arising out of a state of uncertainty and expectation almost without a parallel. You have perhaps heard that the larger part of the subjects of the Pope renounced their allegiance, and that the government, being utterly worn out, subsisting only by the sufferance of the great Catholic powers, and retaining the allegiance of the capital merely by the subsistence it afforded to its idle population, seemed on the brink of dissolution. Rome was left without troops, and the government without revenue. For weeks wo expected the enemy. Had he come, there might have been a riot of the Trasteverini (a sort of Birmingham Church-and-King mob), who live beyond the Tiber, but there would have been no resistance. In. imbecility, however, the insurgent government rivalled the Papal, and, as you have perhaps heard, the Italian revolution was suppressed with even more ease than it was effected. The truth is, that but for the intervention of Austria, the Italian governments (with the exception of Tuscany) had contrived to render themselves so odious to the people, that anv rebellion, supported by the slightest force.lt with a poignancy unknown to the
